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Mrs. Frances, Mrs. Carolina, 
and Mrs. Jane Fleetwood; 
and to the other near Re- 
latives of that worthy Fa- 
mily. | 


Honoured FRIENDS, 


T the peculiar Advantage of i 
1 Religion, as 1 6 4 yours 7:h 

within, correſ; A to the excel 
Revelation on which it is founded, that it 
furmſbes real Chr: 7 with the moſt. = 
ſolid Grounds of Comfort under the ſbarp- _. 
eſt Trials, and diſpoſes them to the great 
Duty of " Submes upon the Hgbeſt 
Reaſons. 
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iv DEDICATION: 
It has pleaſed the All-wiſe Sovereign 
to call lou ta.dhe- Exerciſe afethat Faith 
and _ Reftonation, "that. are fi "by 
the divine Principles of Chriſtianity. 
His Hand has, of late, made frequent 
Breaches in Tour Family, and nom again 
has touch'd Tou very fore. I heartily 
condale with Tou tbe Loſs of ſo gualuable, 
and dear a Relative: She us loft indeed 
to our World, but fhe is arrived to im- 
— Glory, and everlaſting Reſt is ber 
m. r 3671 rate) 
It is the Will of God, that there 
ſhould be fo ſoon again an additional Sor- 
row upon Tou, by the very ſudden Death 
of * one, nearly related to ſome of Jon, 
and much valued by Ton all, a very ex- 
cellent and uſeſul Perſon ; a great Lyfs 
it ig not only to particular Relatives, but 
to the Publick. P 
May fuch affiiciive Providences be 
very inſtructive to us who ſurvive, that 
we my take a more cloſe View of the 
eternal World, and be excited to the 
utmoſt Seriouſneſs and Diligence in a 
religious 


Hr Nathaniel Gould. 


DEDICATION, 'v 
religious | Courſe, being Followers of 
them, who through Faith and Pa- 
tience inherit the Promiſes. 

It us an high Honour drome Grace has 
put upon Tour Families, that there have 
been ſo many among them truly Pious, 
and ſome of them emmently diſtinguiſb d 
for Their Faith and Holmeſs, and for 
T heir great Uſefulneſs. The Names of 
the FLEETwood's and HarToee's 


have been-for many Tears jc very bo- 


nourable in the Churches of Chriſt, and 
it is with Pleaſure we obſerve ſeveral 
Branches, and other Relatives of thoſe 
| worthy Families, treading the ſame 
Paths of ſerious Religion and Virtue. 

It has been eſteemd a Favour of di- 
vine Providence to me, that my carlieſt 
Service in the Mimſtry was devoted to 
Tour Family, wherem I lived many 
Tears; and whatever ſpiritual Advan- 
tage has accru d to any of lou from that 
Service, I rejoice; and with Jou deſire 
to aſcribe the Glory of all the Succeſs to 
our gracious God, « Bu 


I 


vi DEDICATION, 

J acknowledge with great 
neſs, the many Inſtances of that la 
Reſpect I have recerved from Tou' all 
and ſhall always value the Friendſbip of 
Tour Families, as a great Privilege and 
Pleaſure of Life. | 
May the God of all Grace, aud of all 
Comfort, enrich Tou all with Grace and 
Peace, comfort Tou under Tour preſent 
Trials, and make Jou great Bleſſmps to 
each other, in the Comtinuance of that 
exemplary Love that bas long reiguid 
among? Ion May Tau flall. be more 
eminent in Piety and Holineſs, and at 
laft obtain the Crom of Life ; which us 
the fincere Deſire, and earneſt Prayer 


Your moſt faithful, 
affectionate, humble Servant, 
July 24, 
1728. 


JOHN ASTY. 
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JOB iz 12. 


Behold, be taketh aa, wha 
can binder Bim? I, 2 v 
ſe fay unto him, bat deeft 


to Bildad's Charge againſt him, as if 

he had complain d of God's dealing un- 
juſtly with him, Chap. viii. cer. 3. He 
refutes the unjuſt Cenſare, and acknowledges 
that God was very juſt in all that he badi in- 
flicted on — I, 2, 3. He goes on to ſet 
forth the Greatneſs and Power of God, ver, 
4——10. and confeſſes his own Weaknefs, 
that he was not able to fathom the Depths 
of God's unſearchable Ways. Per. 11. 
=" goeth by me, and 1 ſee hin 
: He Zaleth on alſo, but I perceive him 
— J am not able to trace him in the 
« Methods of his Government, to give the 
KReaſons, or to underſtand the Ends of all 
* hig Diſpenſations,” Pſal Ixxvii. 19. — 
May 


1 N this Chapter Job returns an Anſwer 
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Way is in the Sea, his Path in the great 
Waters, and his Footſteps” art nut bum. 
Behold, he taketh away, Who-can hi 
Bim? Who will ſay unto him, What dbeſt 
_ Thou? | 
Firſt, Here is an Aſſertion of God's ſove- 
reign Dominion. Behold, he taketh away! 
Behold, is here a Note of Attention, and, pf 
Adoration. Chap. xxxvi. 24——26. Bt 
Bola, Goa is Great, and we know him not 
And this is one Act of his ſovereign Domi- 
nion, He taketh away. This Act of God in 
taking away may extend to various Inſtan- 
ces, wherein he ſhews his great Power; 
and particularly, it is ſometimes applied to 
the taking away of Life, Pſal. oii. 24. 
Take me not away in the midſt of my Dafys. 
Thus Elijah makes his Requeſt, 1 Kings 
xix. 4. O Lord, I beſeech thee, take away 
my Life. Behold, he taketh away, ' not 
only Eſtate, Children, Friends, Health, 
Peace, but Life alſo, when he pleaſe ! He 
fs the God in whoſe Hand our Breath is, 
Dan. v. 23. © 7 — 
Secondly, Here is a double Interrogation 
with reſpe& to this ſovereign Act of God's 
Dominion, which implies a ſtrong Negati- 
on, and a ſtrict Prohibition. 1 
1. A firong Negation. Who can binder 
bim? None can reſiſt, or prevent the Exe- 
cution of his Purpoſe, if he reſolves to take 
away. The Word ſiguifies, to turn, 4 
b ED cauſe 
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cauſe to return ; that is, Who can alter his 
Mind, or hinder him from accompliſhing it? 
Fob xxiii. 13. He is in one Mind, and who 
can turn him? or, Who can cauſe him to 
reſtore ? as the word may be rendred. He 
is Righteous, and may do as he pleaſe; he 
can do no wrong. 

2. 4 ſtridt Probibition. Who will ſay 
unto him, What dveſt thou? His Will is not 
to be diſputed, any more than his Power. 
can be reliſted. None can, without the 
higheſt Inſolence, preſume to call him to an 
Account, or cenſure his Conduct. 

Fob xxxvi. 23. Who, hath injoined him 
his Way? Dan. iv. 35. None can ſtay bis 
Hand, or ſay unto him, What doeft thou ? 

The doctrinal Propplition, which will be 


the Subject of our. Diſcourſe, is this, 


Obſerv. The great God, when he takes 
away the moſt valuable Perſons, and 
deareſt Comforts, muſt be adored with 
bumble Silence, and low Submiſſion. 


In handling this Doctrine, I ſhall obſerve 
this Method. 


I. Shew what are thoſe Strokes of God's 
Hand in taking away, that are fo very 
cutting. | a 

II. What ſhould be our Behaviour under 
ſuch heavy Strokes. 

B III. 
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III. What are the Reaſons of that Beha- 
* viour. 


IV. Application. 


I. What are thoſe Strokes of God's Hand, 
when he takes away, that are ſo very cutting, 

Every Stroke of his Rod, every Blow of 
his Hand, demands our Attention, and we 
ought to give our Father Reverence when- 
ever he corrects, but ſometimes he riſes up 
out of his Place, and ſhews himſelf v 
awful in this Act of his Dominion, Bebold, 
he taketh away ! | 

1. Sudden Changes are very ſurprizing. 
When we are at Eaſe, in the quiet Enjoy- 
ment of pleaſing Comforts ; in Health, Peace 
and Proſperity, and we are ready to think 
our Mountain ſtands ſtrong, a ſovereign | 
God breaks in upon us, and takes away this 
or the other Bleſſing without any Warning. 
It may be, we were too fond, and pleaſed our 
ſelves with a Proſpe& of much Satisfaction 
in ſuch valuable Comforts, and, lo! a ſud- 
den Stroke daſhes all the Proſpect, leaving 
us in a ſorrowful Diſappointment. Terri- 
ble Things which we locked not for are 
the more afflictive. Ja. Ixiv. 3. Job in 
the Height of his Eaſe and Proſperity was 
on a ſudden brought down to the Duſt, 
ſtripp'd of all in a few Days, Chap. i. 

2. It is a great Trial of Faith and Sub- 
miſſton, when God repeats his Strokes, _ 
muül-⸗ 
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multiplies our Loſſes, Breach upon Breach, 
Sorrow - upon Sorrow : He not only takes 
away one and another Comfort, but extends 
our Calamity yet farther, and ſweeps away 
many Bleſſings, and deſirable Things. Job 
was a fingular Inſtance of ſuch a Diſtreſs : 
One Meſſenger follows at the Heels of ano- 
ther with melancholy Tidings, Chap. 1. 
14 ——- 16, 17, 18. While he was yet 
ſpeaking, there came alſo another, and a 
Third, and a Fourth; and when ſtripp'd of 
all, he ſaid, Naked came I out of my Mo- 
ther's Womb, and naked ſhall J return, v. 21. 
His Wealth, his Children, his Servants, all 
ſwept away, and himſelf was ſmitten with 
ſore Boils from the Sole of the Foot to his 
Crown, Chap. ii. 7, Here was a Trial in- 
deed ! The Devil expected Fob would not 
be able to ſtand it: But inſtead of curſing 
God, he falls a bleſſing him. Pex. 10. 
What ? Shall we receive 8 ood at the Hand 
of the Lord, and not Evil. 

3- It is a very fore Stroke, when he takes 
away out of the World very valuable and uſe. 
tul Perſons ; who have been, and were likely 
{till to be very ſerviceable, very delightful 
Comforts in the Families or Churches to 
which they belonged, and in the Places 
where they lived. 

Such as are. eminent for Wiſdom, Piety 
and Zeal, whoſe exemplary Converſation 
thines with a convincing, amiable Luſtre ; 

B 2 how 
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how uſeful were ſuch in every Relation and 
Station, whoſe pious Inſtructions, ferious 
Diſcourſes, holy Example , and fervent 
Prayers, render'd them very 'defirable in 
Life; the Removal of ſuch is greatly to be 
lamented : Though it is their Gain, exceed- 
ing great Gain, yet we cannot but be ſenſi- 
ble of the Want of ſuch holy Perſons, hear- 
ty Friends to the Intereſt of Chriſt, and his 
Kingdom, who did cry and ſigh for the 
Corruptions of the Times, for the Growth 
of pernicious Errors, and for . the general 
Spread of Prophaneneſs, and all manner of 
Abominations, Ege. ix. 4. When righ- 
teous Perſons are taken away, it is a very 
culpable Indolence, if we lay it not to heart, 
Ta. lvii. . 5 

4. It is a cutting Stroke, eſpecially when 
we conſider how ſmall the Number is, of 
ſuch holy, excellent Perſons, left behind, 
and we ſee but little Hope, of having ſuch 
Loſſes made up, ſmall Profpe& from the ri- 
img Generation, When ſuch an eminent, 
holy, uſeful Perſon, is taken away, the 
Lofs is great, for we may ay, p- 

There is one more burning and ſhining 
Light extinguiſh'd in our World, though 
now become a bright Star in the Firmament 
of Glory. 

There is a faithful Witneſs for Chriſt re- 
moved, from us, one that had Faith, and 


Zeal, and Reſolution, to plead for his 
Truth, 
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Truth, and Cauſe, and Intereſt, in ſuch an 


evil Day. | 
There is a praying Saint taken away, in 
whom the Spirit of Grace and Supplication 
dwelt ; one that ſtood in the Gap to turn 
away the Wrath of God; one that had 
Power with God, and prevailed (as Jacob) 
for many Bleffings. Hoſea xii. 3, 4. Tea, 
he had Power with God, and prevailed. 
Finally, There is one gone, who was 
very ſerviceable in ſpreading the Savour of 
Religion among others ; one merciful, kind 
and beneficent, ready to every good Work. 
Now, when fuch are taken away, and ſo 
few of that Character remain amongſt us, 


this makes the Stroke the heavier, and it is 


not eaſy for us to keep our Minds in a due 
Frame, to ſuppreſs unbecoming Thovghts, 
and exceſſive Paſſions. 


II. Let us then ſee, what ſhould be our 
Temper and Behaviour under ſuch grievous 
Strokes of the divine Hand. | 


Behold, be taketh away, Who can Hin- 


der him? Who will ſay unto him, What 
aveſt thou? 

It is implied in theſe Interrogations, that 
ſinful, weak Creatures, are apt to rebel, 
murmur, repine or diſpute, when God takes 
away. But he can neither be reſiſted in his 


Conduct. 


3 | 1. 


Purpoſe, nor muſt he be queſtioned for his 
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1. It becomes us to take Notice of the 
Hand of God that gives the Stroke, and ta 
pay the utmoſt Reverence to him, 

1 Sam. iii. 18. I is the Lord. The 
Lord bas taken away, ſaid Fob, Chap, 
i. 21. Whatever be the Means or Inſtru» 
ment of our Calamity, we muſt look to a 
higher Cauſe: We ſhould ſay as David, 
Plat. xxxix. g. I opened not my Mouth, be- 
cauſe thou didſt it. When God ſpeaks, 
we ſhould liſten to his Voice ; and when he 
lifts up his Hand, we ſhould receive the Cor- 
rection with Humility and Fear. Not to 
be ſenſible of the awful Providence in ta» 
king away, eſpecially ſuch whoſe Continu- 
ance here was ſo deſirable for excellent Ends, 
it is an Argument of much Stupidity ; and 
they who are unmov'd at ſuch Strokes, ſeem 
to have ſtrangely forgotten the Exhortation, i 
which ſpeaketh on this wiſe, My Son, de- 
705 not thou the Chaſtening of the Lora, 

eb. xii. 5-9, 10. Such an Inſenſibility un- 
der the Hand of God, is as different from 
true Chriſtian Reſignation and Patience, as 
a Lethargy is from the regular and quiet 

Sleep of Health. 

2. Though we mult not diſpute with God, 
yet we are allowed humbly to ask him, that 
he would pleaſe to ſhew us the Cauſe of his 
Diſpleaſure, and the End which he has to- 
wards us in ſuch Diſpenſations. Fob x. 2. 
T will ſay unto God, * not condemn me, ſhew 
| me 
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e wherefore thou contendeſt with me. Tho 
ve muſt not ſay unto God, What doſt thou ? 
a way of Cenſure and Complaint, yet 
7e may humbly ask for our Inſtruction, 
herefore God ſmites with his Rod; for 
de does nothing in vain, and we muſt be- 
Wicve that there are very great Reaſons and 
Winds, eſpecially of ſuch awful Strokes, 
hen he takes away very uſeful Perſons ; 
Ind we ſhould humbly inquire of the Lord, 
WW hcrefore he thus contends with us; what 
Ws the Cauſe of his Anger ; what is our Of- 
Wence for which he ſmites ; what is our Duty 
o which he calls us, by ſuch afflictive Pro- 
idences. 
3. Our Judgments muſt ſubſcribe fully to 
e Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs of his Diſpo- 
Wl: Tho' the Ways of his Providence be 
ometimes very dark, yet we believe and 
vn, that he does all Things well: Righte- 
uſneſs and Fudgment are the Habitation of 
bs Throne, Pfal. xcvii. 2. We muſt not 
quarrel or diſpute, as if he were obliged to 
ive us an Account, or as if his Government 
vere liable to any Cenſure, for zwho ſhall ſay 
nto him, What doeft thou ? We muſt con- 
lemn our ſelves, and ought to acknowledge 
dur Sins, which will much better become us 
han to diſpute his Providence. We muſt 
ot ſay unto God, What haſt thou done? 
dr, Wherefore haſt thou done ſo ? But ſure- 
it is meet to be ſaid unto God, I have 
„ 


Our Hope is periſhed from the Lord. This 
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born Chaſtiſement, I will not offend any mort 
That which I ſee not, teach thou me; if 1 
have done Iniquity, 1 will do no. more, Job 
xxxiv. 31,32. We muſt juſtify God under 
the ſevereſt Strokes of his Hand, and not 
quarrel with him. ho art thou, O Man, 
that replieſt againſt God? It is the Lord, 
and he can do nothing amiſs, Good is the 
Mord of the Lord which thou haſt ſpoken, 
ſaid Hezekiah, Ia. xxxix. 8, 

4. We muſt guard againſt exceſſive, tu- 
multuous Paſſions, not give way to any De- 
jection of Mind, or faint under the Hand: of 
God, as if we had loſt our Hope. When 
God's Hand is lifted up, and the Stroke falls 
heavy, and cuts deep, we are apt to be ama- i 
zed, and our Hearts begin to fail, and we 
are ready to abandon our ſelves to our wal 
ruly Paſſions, of Fear or Grief, and ſay, 


is the Evil prohibited, Fainting, Heb xii. 5. 
Nor faint when thou art rebuked of bin. 
To prevent ſuch Dejection we are called and 
incouraged to truſt in God, and ſtay our 
ſelves upon his Name; to hope. in his Pro- 
miſe and Covenant, and to wait for his Sal- 
vation, 1/a. xxvi. 3, 4 Chap. l. 10. Pfah, 
xlii. 11. Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul, 
&c. hope thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe 
him. "T'was a noble pitch of Faith to which 
Fob attain'd, when he ſaid, Tho" he /lay 
me, yet will I truſt in him, Job xil. 15. 

David 
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EDavid reſorted to an everlaſting Covenant, 
ordered in all Things and ſure, when he 


view'd the Diſtreſſes and Breaches that were 
upon his Family. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Altho 
my Houſe be not ſo with God, yet he bath 
ade with me an everlaſting Covenant, or- 
der d in all Things and ſure: This is all 
my Salvation, and all my Defire, altho' be 
make it not to grow. 
5. It is a very becoming Diſpoſition, a 
eligious Act requiſite in ſuch Cafes, when 
Nod takes away, to have our Wills reſign' d 
ith low Submiſſion to his ſovereign, holy 
ill, to ſuppreſs all murmuring Diſcontent, 
Ind uncaſy Reluctance, againſt the Diſpo- 
ls of him who may do as he pleaſe. It is 
ur Duty, and our Perfection, to do what 
od loves, and to love what God does; to 
pbey when he commands, and to be pleaſed 
rith what he wills. I was dumb, I open- 
d not my Mouth, becauſe thou didſi it, 
fal. xxxix. 9. ho will ſay unto him, 
Vat doeft thou? Lord, I have nothing to 
ay, becauſe thou haſt done it. It is all 
yell, becauſe it is thy Will. I ig the Lord, 
ſaid old Eli) let him do what ſeemeth him 
ood, 1 Sam. iii. 18. David was thus re- 
igned in a very melancholy Caſe, 2 Sam. 
v. 26. But if be thus ſay, I have no De- 
ight in thee: Behold, here am I let bim 
io to me as ſeemeth good unto Bim. 


C Our 
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Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he waz 
praying that the bitter Cup might paſs from 
him, yet expreſs'd the fulleſt Reſignation to 


his Father's Will, Not my Will, but thin 


be done, Luke xxii. 42. Thus we are taught 
a meek, humble Submiſſion, under the mol 
afflictive Strokes of God's Hand. 

6. It is meet that we lie down at the Foot 
vf God, when he takes away with a Stroke 
our deareſt Comforts. We ſhould juſtify 
him in all his Proceedings, and adore his in- 
finite Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, 
and reverence his holy ſovereign Dominion, 
and believe his unchangeable Truth and 
Faithfulneſs, Santtify the Lord God in 

your Hearts, let him be your Fear and your 
Dread, Iſa. viii. 13. A godly Fear gives 
Honour to his high Perfections and holy 


Government: It becomes us to fall down, 


and humble our ſelves under his mighty 
Hand, with a penitent Senſe, and humble 
Confeſhon of our Sins: It is neceſlary to 
bow before him with awful Reverence, and 
yet approach to him with humble Confi- 
dence, and make our earneſt Supplications 
to him through Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Me- 
diator, for Mercy and Pardon, and Grace to 
help in Time of need, Heb. iv. 16. | 
Thus it is meet, when God ſmites us, to 
be in an adoring Poſture. © Exalt ye the 
Lord our God, and worſhip at his Footftool, 


for he ts Holy, Pſal. xcix. 59g. 1 Pet. v. 6. 


We 
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We ſhould wait upon him with Hope, 


u that he will cauſe his Face to ſhine upon us, 
y Pſal. Ixxxv. 7, 8. Shew us thy Mercy, O 


Lord, and grant us thy Salvation. IT will 


he will ſpeak Peace unto his People and to 
his Sams. 


III. What are the Grounds and Reaſons 
of ſuch a religious Temper, and due Beha- 
viour, under the very afflictive Strokes of 
God's Hand, 

1. It is both vain and ſinful, to rebel or 
repine againſt the Diſpoſals of Providence. 


hinder, as to alter his Purpoſe. Who can 
reſiſt his Will, or defeat his Counſel ? None 
can do it; tho' ſinful Men may be ſo proud, 
as to fret againſt his Will, or to find fault 
with his Providence, yet they cannot change 
or prevent the Execution of his Purpoſe. 

It is great Folly and Iniquity to quarrel 
or diſpute againſt his Diſpenſations. He is 
of one Mind, and who can turn him? Job 
xxiii. 13, 14. He is wiſe in Heart, and 
mighty in Strength; Who ever hardened him- 
ſelf againſt him, and bath proſpered ? ſob 
ix. 4. Shall the Earth be forſaken for ther? 
And ſhall the Rock be removed out of his 


Place ? Job xviii. 4. i. e. Shall the Ca 
GC 0 
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hear what God the Lord will ſpeak : For 


His Counſel is immutable, as well as his 


Power irreſiſtable. Behold, he taketh ama 
Who can hinder bim? It is as impoſſible tos 


IS = + 
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of God be altered, or the uſual: Methods of 
his Government be changed for thee & V 
can hinder him? His Will is unchangeable, 
and his Power irreſiſtable. Who can turn 
him from his Purpoſe, or prevent his Deſigne 
He has infinite, and abſolute Power, and 
when he comes to take away, even the near 
eſt Relatives, the moſt valuable Comforts, to 
diJolve Families or deſtroy Kingdoms; none 
can ſtay his Hand, or ſay unto him, What 
dlieſt thou? Dan, iv. 35. There is no Wil 
dom, or Policy, or Might, that can defeat 
his _ Prov. xxi, 30: No outward 
Means can keep off the Stroke of Death, nor 
can the Power of Prayers and Tears prevent 
it. If any Thing could be ſuppoſed to move 
God, it is Prayer; but in ſome Caſes, this 
will not do, becauſe God had determined to 


take away. 
nty of God'is a 


2. The abſolute — 
ſufficient Reaſon for our Submiſſion and Pa- 


tience under the ſharpeſt Strokes of his, 
Hand, He is Lord of all, the higheſt Maje- 
ſty ; he may do as he pleaſe, Mo will ſay 
unto him, What deft thou? None has right 
to ſay ſo; it is intolerable Pride to ſay ſo un⸗ 
to him, whoſe Will is uncontroul'ds ; the 
higheſt Reaſon, and abſolute Rule of all his 
Works, Rom. ii. 20, 21. Nay, but O Man, 
who art thou, that replieſt againſt Cod ? 
Shall the T hing formed, ſay to bim that 
fame d it, Why haſt thou made m bt. A 

C 
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De taketh away with a Stroke, who ſhall 

Hare to diſpute his Will? He is perfectly fit 
o rule, and has an undoubted Right to do 
Ws be pleaſe. His Dominion is abſolute, Be- 
bold, be taketh away, and we muſt not ask 
im why he does fo ? Inferiors among Men 
ure liable to be called to an Account by Su- 
periors; but he who is the abſolute Lord, 
ind ſupreme Judge, giveth no Account of 
my of his Matters. He made all Things, 
and made them for his own Pleaſure, Reo. 
v. 11. and therefore has a Right to diſpoſe 
df them as he will, He has given us our 
Beings, and all our Comforts, and he may 
ake them away according to his own Plea- 
ure, without asking us leave; Job xxxiii. 
2, 13. 

3. He is great, and we know him not. 
is Nature and Perfections are incomprehen- 
ible, his Counſels and Ways are unſearch- 
ble. He is exalted in his Glory and Pow- 
r above all Creatures, and there is an infi- 
lite Diſtance between bim and us: And ſhall 
uch poor, weak, finite Creatures as we are, 
reſume to diſpute his Will? No! It be- 
omes us to put our Mouths in the Duſt, and 
d adore his Majeſty. He doth great Things 
aft finding out : Tea, and Wonders without 
umber, Job ix. 10. He is the great God, 
ho has all Power and Dominion in his 
land; he ſits upon a Throne of Glory, Pal, 
ui. 19. Dan. vii. 9, 10. T houſand Tbou- 
ſands 
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ſands miniſter unto him, ten T houſand times 
ten Thouſand ſtand before him. God pro- 


ceeds with Fob to humble him, by ſetting 
forth his own Greatneſs in his Works. Fob, 
Chap. xxxviii, xxxix, xl, xli. Io is this that 
dar neth Counſel by Words without Kno. 
ledze? Gird up now thy Loins like a Man, 
Jes. anſwer thou me. Where waſt thoy 
when I laid the Foundations of the Earth? 


Declare, if thou haſt Underftanding. Wh 


hath laid the Meaſures thereof, if thou 
Enoweſt ? or, Who hath ſtretched the Lime 
upon it Whereupon are the Foundations 
thereof faſtend? or, Who laid the corner 


Stone thereof * When the Morning Stars ſans 


together, and all the Sons of God ſhouted for 
Foy, &c. Fob xxxviii. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7. N 


if 


hou alſo diſannul my Judgment? Wile thou Wl 


condemm me that thou mayeſs be Righte-if 


ous ? Haſt thou an Arm like God ? Or can 


thou thunder with a Voice like him ? Deck ll 


thy ſelf now with Majeſty and Excellency, 


and array thy ſelf with Glory and Beau 


ty. Caft abroad the Rage of thy Wrath, 


and behold every one that is proud and 


abaſe him. Look on every one that is proud, 
and bring him low, and tread down the Wit 
ked in their Place. Hide them in the Duſi 
together, and bind their Faces in ſecret. 
T hen will I alſo confeſs unto thee, that thine 
own right Hand can ſave thee, &c. Chap. 
xl. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Shall we not 

hum- 
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umbly ſubmit our ſelves to this, great God, 
hen he lays his Hand upon us? and fay, 
Behold, be taketh away, Who can hinder 
im! 


— 


4. He is perfect in Wiſdom. His Coun- 
Wels are the Reſult of infinite Knowledge and 
nderſtanding: He ſees all Things in one 
View, and has before him a clear Proſpect 
of the End and Deſign of all his Providen- 
Nees, and of all the Vays and Means by which 
his Counſels are to be accompliſhed : He 
annot err in Judgment, nor miſtake in any 
pf the Methods of his Government ; and 
hat we cannot comprehend. is order'd by 
perfect Wiſdom. We are fond and foo- 
| 15 and apt to judge amiſs; to think that 
ſuch Things would be beſt for us, or might 
Wave been otherwiſe diſpoſed, but we are 
nfit Judges: Gd is wonderful in Counſel, 
rd Joke a in Working, Ila. xxviii. 29. It 
Vas a proper Expoſtulation Elihu uſes with 
Job, Chap. xxxiv. 33. Should it be accord- 
to thy Mind There are excellent Ends 
o be anſwered, which we are not apprized 
of, by ſuch trying Diſpenſations. What TI 
0 thou knoweſt not now, (ſaid our Lord to 
Peter) but thou ſhalt know hereafter, John 
xiii. 7. God will be glorified, and he knows 
how to bring Good to his People out of the 
ſharpeſt Trials. Rom. viii. 28. And we 
iu that all Things work together for good 
0 them that love Gd. And if God be * 
3 7 
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rified we ought to be pleaſed and ſatisfied, WW, 


It is enough that we know, that he is per 
fect in Wiſdom ;. and very good Purpolty 
will be anſwered, both for his Glory and the 
real Advantage of his Servants, by ſuch dark 
and afflictive Diſpenſations. vi 

5. The Lord is Holy and Juſt, and what 
ever he takes away, he can do no wrong. 
Leis righteous in all his Ways, and holy ii 
all his Works, Pal. cxlv. 17. The effenti 
al Rectitude and Holineſs of his Nature rum 
through all his Government, ſo that tis ins 
poſſible he ſhould do any Thing that is un- 
juſt. Tho' his Providences ſometimes are 
very dark and awful, yet Righteouſneſs and 
Judgment are the Habitation of bis Thront, 
Pſal. * 2. A is = Rock, Ja Work is 

erfect : For all his Ways. are pment ; il 
4 God of Truth, and without Hiquity, jilſf 
and right is be. We have ſinned, but e 
is Righteous, and he puniſheth us leſs than 
our Iniquities deſerve. Far be it from thi 
Almighty that he ſhould peroert Judgment: 
He will not lay upon Man more than is right, 
that he ſhould enter into Fudgment with 
God, Job xxxiv. 10, 11, 12——23. This is 
a good Argument for our Submiſſion to the 
ſevereſt Strokes of his Hand. * 

6. It is neceſſary for us alſo to remember, 
That the Lord is very good, and full of 
Compaſſion. He doth not lay upon us what 
he might do; He flags bis rough Wind — 

toe 
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„Day of his eaſt Wind. It might have 
been a great deal worſe, for tho' he hath ta- 
en away this and the other Comfort, he 
t Wight have taken away all and done us no 
k Wwrong. This is a great Reaſon for our quiet 


Reſignation: Shall we receive Good at the 
Hand of the Lord, arid not Evil: 'The Good 
e receive is much greater, and more abun- 
ant than the Evil. O let the Goodnels and 
enderneſs of God our Father, com poſe us 
o humble Submiſſion under all Aﬀligions: 
ruly God is good to Iſrael, to them that 
re of a clean Heart, Pſal. lxxiii. 1. Das, 
bid, notwithſtanding all his Afflictions and 
roubles (and he had a great many) yet 
ſays, Thon haſt dealt well with t oor 
ant, O Lord, according 2 21 Mor 
Fix. 65. The Lord is als bo 
good; he doeth good to bis a People 85 al 
heir Trials. Per. 68—71. 1 is good for. 
e that I have been afflifted. Happy is the. 
an whom the Lord correfeth, Job v. 1 
e Chaſteneth his Children, for * gong 
Feb. xii. 5 — 11. All the Strokes of his 
od upon them proceed from paternal Love: 
nd are intended for their God. Though 
heſe dark. Providences ſeem to be againſt us 
as old Jacob ſaid), yet they ſhall in the 
and make for us, as he found it, Cen. xlii. 36. 
7. We muſt know alſo, that it is a dange- 
ous Evil to diſpute the Providences of God, 
dr F repine under the Strokes of his Hand, it 
D muſt 
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muſt be a great Provocation ſo to do, find 
he has a Right to diſpoſe of us and ours as 
he pleafe : It is quarrelling againſt his So- 
vereignty, Wiſdom, Holineſs and Goodnefy; 
Surely this is a great Evil ; and we may fear 
left he ſhould be angry with us, and take 
away more from us. When his Hand js 
lifted up, and he ſmites us, our beſt way is 
to lie down at his Foot, 1 Pet. v. 6. The 
Unbelief, Pride, and Impatience, that enter 
into ſuch a Diſputing with the Almighty, are 
very culpable, and expoſe us to his ſevere 
Refentment. Joe to him that ſtriveth with 
his Maker, Iſa. xlv. . 

8. Let it be conſider'd farther, That as to 
good Perſons who are thus taken away, tho 
it be a Loſs to the World, a great Loſs to 
the Family, or to the Church, yet they are 
taken away from the Evil to come, and are 
removed to a better Place: God hath dealt 
well with them, tho he corrects us in taking 
them away. Ja. lvii. 1, 2. The Day of 
Death is to them better than the Day of 
their Birth: They are gone to reſt ; to reſt 
in the Boſom of Chriſt. It is what departed 
Saints did long wiſh and pray for, that they 
might be prepared for that happy State, and 
they rejoiced in the Hope of that Glory to 
which they are now taken. Bleſſed are the 
Dead, which die in the Lord; for they 
reſt from their Labours, and their Merl. 
ap follow them, Rev. xiv. 13. They are ta- 

en: ken 
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| ken from us, but at the ſame Time we muſt 
remember, God takes them out of a ſinful, 
BY perplexing World, and takes them to the 
full Enjoyment of himſelf. When righteous 
Perſons are taken away, it is a great Loſs 
WT to us, but a vaſt Happineſs to them; for ſuch 
are taken away from all Eyil ; and put into 
| the Poſſeſſion of the moſt conſummate Felis 
| City. 5 1 
They are taken away from all the Evil 
that was in themſelves, from all their Cor- 
raptions under which they groaned, from 
the Evil of all Temptations, from the Evil 
of a wicked World, which is very grievous 
to a gracious Heart, and from all the vexati- 
ous Oppoſitions and Hatred of the Enemies 
of God and Religion; finally, from ſeeing 
and feeling any of the Judgments and Cala- 
mities that may come upon the World, and 
| upon the Houſe of God, 1 Pet. iv. 17. 
They enter into Reſt, eternal Reſt: Unto 
you who are troubled reſt with us, 2 Theſ. 
i. 7. They reſt from all Labour, Pain, Sigk- - 
neſs and Sorrow, and enter into 2 Fulneſs of 
Joy, a Perſection of Holineſs, and a Perpe- 
tuity of Happineſs, Pſal. xvi. 11. To ſuch 
faithful Servants Chriſt will ſay, Enter ye 


into the Foy of your Lord, Matt. xxv. 23. 


APPLICATION. ... 
I. We ſhould regulate our Affections to- 
wards Creature Comforts, ſeeing they are 
D 2 to 
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ſo liable to be taken away. Bleſs God for 
them, and make a good Uſe of them, but 
don't truſt in them: Ceaſe ye from Man, 
rwhoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils. for ee Here. 
in is be to be accounted of ? Ia. ii. 22. Set 
loofe to the deareſt Enjoyments, for God 
may come, and quickly take them away 
from us. 

II. Let us be concerned to glorify him, 
with low Submiſſion and holy Fear, when 
he takes away. Take, heed of repining 
or fainting. Let us adore his Sovereignty, 
and humble our ſelves in his fight. O how 
reaſonable and neceſſary is it to ſubmit, and 
at the ſame Time to conſider wiſely of his 
Doing, that we may know our Duty under 
ſuch afflictive Providences. Heb. xii. 3. 
III. We ſhould retire to God himſelf with 
greater Satisfaction, as our chief Good, truſt 
in him as our Covenant God, and believe, 
that whatever he takes away, he will not 
tate away bis loving Kindneſs from us, nor 
ſuffer bis Faithfulnefs o fail, Bal. lxxxix, 
34.35. Habak. iii. 17, 18. 

What has been ſaid upon the Head of Sub- 


miſſion, is all requiſite to direct, and aſſiſt 


the Practice under the heavy Stroke of the 
Almighty's Hand, that is the ſad Occaſion 
of this Djſcourſe, I am very ſenſible the 
Loſs is great, and do tenderly ben r 


with re ann | 
f ' | ; . l | I 


| 
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I could juſtly ſay a great many excellent 
Things of this our dear Friend, whom God 
has taken away from us, a Perſon greatly 
beloved, and deſervedly reſpected by them 
that knew her. It was not agreeable to her 
to have any Thing faid in her Praiſe; but I 
judge it uſeful and neceſſary to give ſome Ac- 

ount of her, that may ſer forth the Riches, 
and Glory of Divine Grace, ſo eminently 
diſplayed in her, and at the fame Time to 
ommend Religion, in her bright Example, 
o others, ſor their Choice and Imitation. 

Not to mention her rare Endowments of 
Nature, or the Quality of her honourable Birth 
ind Education, I ſhall only obſerve briefly 
phat ſhe was by Grace; and. none more 
eady to aſcribe all to Grace than ſhe was. 

It was very evident, ſhe was a ſincere, 


Bumble Chriſtian, who hated all Guile, and 


ad the loweſt 'Thoughts of her ſelf. She 
ad experienc'd a great and thorough Work 

her Converſion, as appear'd in the Pro- 
zreſs of her SanGtification, and in her cloſe 
Valking with God. She had been led by 
he convincing Spirit into a great Senſe of 
dwelling Sin, which laid a deep Founda- 
jon of Humility in her; and the ſame Holy 
pirit had alſo given her a ſpiritual Know- 
edge, and lively Apprehenſion of the Excel- 
ncy and Glory of Chriſt, his Perſon, and 
ediatorial Character, and he was exceed-- 
dg precious to her Soul. She could ſay 
8 3 with 
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with much Satisfaction, Surely in Fehobah 
Bade I Righteouſneſs and Strength. | 

I am not able to deſcribe in Words what 
I ſaw and knew of her ſerious Frame, and 
holy Walk. She lived much in the View d 
God, and of the heavenly World. She had 
a good Judgment, and improved Knows 
ledge of the pure Doctrines of the gloriou 
Goſpel. She had a zealous Regard for thaſt 
Truths of the greateſt Importance in our Re. 
ligion, the Doctrine of the ever bleſſed Tri. 
nity, Election, free Juſtification by the ins 
puted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, Union with 
him, Gc. She had a great Senſe and Re 
liſh or theſe Doctrines of Grace, and taſted 
the Joy and Comfort of them in her o 
Soul. 

How unable was ſhe to bear, either the 
growing Errors, or the ſpreading Impiety 
of the Day ! 

She was a great Lover of Chriſt, and did 
ſhew it in her Value for all that bore his 
Image : A true Chriſtian Charity and Mo- 
deration happily attemper'd and govern 
her Zeal four the Honour of Chriſt, 

She was eminent for Holineſs of Conver- 
ſation, very tenderly, and ſtrictly Conſcien- 
tious. She greatly loved the Habitation ol 
God's Houſe ; and it was an obſervable Ex 
cellence in her, that ſhe was very devout il 
Worſhip : Her Seriouſneſs in that Imploy- 
ment was uncommon. . She had ſuch 4 


great 
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great Senſe of God, that ſhe thought the 
mporta.* Concerns of Religion deſerved 
Sic utmoſt Intention of the Mind. She em- 
ploy'd much of her Time in private Exerei- 
es of Devotion, wherein ſhe found fo much 
Pleaſure and Advantage. She had no idle 
ours, but what ſhe knew how to fill up 
o the beſt Purpoſes. 

She was a very aſſectionate and tender 
Relative, and faithful Friend, very —_ 
of promoting their Welfare both f 
and temporal. Indeed, ſhe — 2 | 
and compaſſionate a Diſpoſition, that he 
ſympathized with all about her, and made 
heir Troubles very much her own. In a 
rord, her Life was ſpent in cloſe. Commu- 
ton with God, and ſhe has now changed 
er Place (as one ſaid) but not her Com- 
pany, being admitted mto the immediate 
Preſence, and full Viſion of God, Father, 
on, and Holy Ghoſt. | 
God has taken her away, bat he has ta- 
en her to himſelf, as it was faid of Enoch, 
Gen. v. 20. 

It is her unſpeakable Gain, but her Re- 
moval is a great J ofs to the Family, and 
to the Church, to which ſhe belong d; and 
I know it is ſenfibly felt, and tenderly la 
mented, | 

But I refrain ! May the God of all Com- 
fort give to you, her dear Relatives, much 
Comſort, for you greatly need it; may * 
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be enabled to the Practice of that hum 
Submiſſion, which this Diſcourſe was 
figh'd to recommend to you; and ſay, WW 
bold, be taketh away, Who can hinder bin 
Who will ſay unto him, What doeft thou * 
It is a juſt Alleviation of your Grief, thi 
ſhe is joined to the glorious Aſſembly abou 
and makes an Addition to the happy Nani 
ber among her pious Anceſtors there. 
Suppoſe then ſhe now ſpeaks to you, 
dear Sifters, and my other Relatives an 
Friends, Weep not for me; I have fought 
the good Fight, I have tiniſh'd my Courl 
I have kept the Faith, and I have nol 
reach'a the End of my Faith and H 
and of all my Deſires and Prayers. , Ti 
eternal Counſel of God, all the good Pia 
ſure of his Gooaneſs is accompliſh d in ll 
everlaſting Happineſs. O preſs forwan 
with Reſolution and Courage in your C 
ſtian Race, looking unto Jes the Auth; 
and Finiſher of your Faith! Vateb and 
pray, and hope unto the End, for he 
faithful who hath promiſed : I. now: fed 
him ſo. O loce the Lord, and ferve him 
. with all your Powers . Do all the G 
you can, amd promote the Intereſt of Trail 


and Holineſs, whigh, ts the very Intereſt 
Chrift. 10 ö . | bh 
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